
PAIN TREATMENT IN ADDICTS
 It is not contra- indicated

 It needs to be carefully monitored

 It has been shown to reduce relapse rate

 It has been shown to not worsen psychological 
dependence

 Not treating pain has been shown to make patients 
more dysfunctional



Definitions and myths
 Physical dependence

 Mis-use

 Abuse

 Pseudo-addiction

 Addiction

 Tolerance

 Withdrawal

























Chronic pain versus acute pain
 Acute pain serves a purpose, is a signal

 Chronic pain exists when the duration of pain exceeds 
the expected time for healing


























